Mark & Joe Palmier, Jane Townshend, Charlotte Atkinson.  Abridged dialogue from entr’acte

Mark Palmier
Did Sir Joseph bring sailing orders do you think?

Joe Palmier
Might have done, let’s see if the bo’sun knows.

(Mark, Joe, Jane and Charlotte move across to Bosun)

Joe Palmier
Bosun, if you please, d’ye know if Sir Joseph brought orders for us to sail?

Bosun
Like as not he did, Pinafore’s been anchored here at Portsmouth awhile now.

Charlotte
You’re going away? Where to?

Jane
When are you sailing, we’ve only just met!

Carpenter
Now then, Bill, where do you think we’re off to really.

Bosun
I don’t know Bob, but I’m  afeared it might be Africa to catch slave traders.  I’ve no love for them filthy blackbirders, and no man should be a slave of another, but it’s a hard posting that.

Joe
You heard what Sir Joseph said – A British sailor is any man’s equal - 

Mark
Except his own

Joe
- and if we’re any man’s equal, it stands to reason that all men are equal.  -

Mark
Like what we said to Ralph just now.

Joe
- and no one should be the slave of another.

Carpenter
Well said young Joe

Charlotte
So you’re going to sail away to Africa?

Jane
How long for?

Joe
Perhaps we’ll be sent to the South Seas!

Mark
I’ve heard the maidens there are very – 

Richard
Accommodating.

Jane
You’ll sail off to a South Sea island and leave us behind?

Mark
Aye lass, if duty calls, I must!

Charlotte
But you will come back?

Joe & Mark
‘Course we will!
