Lady Flora, Lady Bella, Lt Alphonse and Midshipman Tucker  (NB Tucker must be able to pass as a 12 year old boy)

Lady Flora
The seamen seem very happy.  Do they sing and dance every night?

Lt Alphonse
Aye, my lady.  Pinafore is a happy ship and the men usually make their own entertainment during the dog watches.

Lady Bella
And are you happy on board, Mr Tucker?

Tucker
Pinafore is the best ship I’ve ever sailed in, my lady.

Lady Bella
Have you served on many ships?

Tucker
Pinafore is my first one my lady.

Bella
Then I can see that your assessment must be correct!

Flora
Do you think that you will be sailing to the South Seas, Lieutenant, or was that seaman right when he said that Pinafore would be laid up?

Alphonse
I fear that Pinafore may well be laid up and the crew paid off.  The navy is scarcely one fifth the size it was just five years ago at the end of the war with Bonaparte.  I know that the Captain is much concerned.

Flora
And are you not concerned, Lieutenant?

Alphonse
(Complacently) Not really, my lady, - although it is true that if Pinafore is laid up few of the officers will find new appointments.

Bella
It would seen that your career may be rather short, Mr Tucker.

Tucker
Oh no, my lady.  My uncle has said that he will find me a position on his flagship.

Bella
Your uncle?

Tucker
He is an admiral on the West Indies station, my lady.

Flora
And you Lieutenant, will you find a new ship?

Alphonse
I have independent means, my lady, and will eventually inherit my father’s estate, and his title. 

Bella
But the Captain does not?

Alphonse
No, my lady.  The Captain is a fine man, but he has neither influence at court nor private means.

Bella (to Flora)
That would explain why Captain Corcoran has been so assiduous in pushing his daughter towards our cousin.

Flora
Yes indeed.  Cousin Hebe has been much occupied in keeping them apart!  (laughter)

Bella
Then you will return to your estate, Lieutenant?

Alphonse
No ma’am, the navy has given me a taste for travel.  I believe I will return to Italy.

Flora
You know Italy well, Lieutenant?

Alphonse
I had the honour to serve on Lord Keith’s staff at the court of the King of Naples when I was still a midshipman.  I grew to love the country, the food, the climate and the culture.

Bella
Do you speak Italian, Lieutenant?

Alphonse
(Preening himself)  Si, parlo italiano .

Bella
Io parlo italiano anche.

Flora
Entrambi siamo stati insegnati dal nostro governante.

Alphonse
(looking blank)  Ah . . .

Tucker
Um?

Flora (to Tucker)
We both speak Italian.  We were taught by our governess.

Bella
Avete visitato l'opera a Napoli?

Flora (to Tucker)
Did you visit the opera in Naples.

Alphonse (with increasing confusion)
Si. . . . . . Molte . . . . volte, . . . . signora

Flora
Many times, my lady.

Bella
Allora ci è soltanto un metodo da cui possiamo augurarvi voi ad un viaggio sicuro.

Flora 
Then there is only one way that we can wish you a safe voyage.
